What’s New? – Updated Novel List  (Spring 2010) 

Grade Three
Nolan, Lucy.  Smarter Than Squirrels   (humourous book told from perspective of two dogs “Sit Laugh and Down Girl”)
Fienberg, Anna.  The Hottest Boy Who Ever Lived (boy named Hector erupts from a volcano)
Brown, Jeff.  Flat Stanley’s Worldwide Adventures: The Intrepid Canadian Expedition
Bruel, Nick.  Bad Kitty Gets a Bath (high energy, cartoon-like “how to” instructions for being a cat) 
 
Grade Four
Norriss, Andrew.  The Unluckiest Boy in the World (boy is cursed and bad things happen to those 
around him)
Murphy, Jill.  Dear Hound.  (delightful dog character, Alphie and his owner Charlie) 
Hughes, Vi.  The Graveyard Hounds (disasters in a small town - mystery, clues to uncover a secret)
Davies, Jacqueline.  The Lemonade War (engaging story of siblings who compete to see which can earn the most money one summer selling lemonade) 
Norriss, Andrew. Ctrl-Z  - (boy’s new computer can take you back to back to earlier part of day)
 Delaney, Rachelle.  The Ship of Lost Souls.  (a treasure map, a pirate ship and a crew of orphans)
Grade Five
Runholt, Susan.  The Mystery of the Third Lucretia (girls discover a painter forging Rembrandt paintings, art history weaving through exciting mystery) 
Berlin, Eric.  The Puzzling World of Winston Breen (The discovery of mysterious strips of wood with words and letters leads to a mysterious scavenger hunt, puzzles, brain teasers and an exciting ending) 

Davis, Eleanor.  The Secret Science Alliance (super-smart, nerdy new kid hooks up with two other “science nerds” at his new school to form a secret science club) 
Grade Six
Connor, Leslie.  Waiting For Normal  (neglected child demonstrates honesty, optimism and grace – inspiring and filled with hope) 
Walters, Eric. The Big Wave (young boy is separated from his family at the Thailand resort during the Tsunami)  
Fletcher, Ralph.  Spider Boy (spider lover struggles to adjust to his new school and surroundings “spider boy from Illinois”) 
Dowd, Siobhan.  The London Eye Mystery (boy must overcome personal challenges to unsolve the mystery of his cousin who disappears while on the London Eye) 
Compestine, Ying Chang.  Revolution is not a Dinner Party (Autobiographical novel chronicles four years in the life of Ling, the daughter of bourgeois parents, during China’s Cultural Revolution in the years of Mao Tse-tung’s government)
Grade Seven
Kingfisher, The Odyssey ;  The Illiad.  (simple but gripping retelling of the classic tales) 

Bell, Ted.  Nick of Time (1939 Britain – Nick – 12 yr. old hero, nautical adventures, pirates, battles, adventure, mystery, time travel – very appealing for boys!) 
Cooney, Caroline.  Diamonds in the Shadow (American suburban family takes in African refugee family - compares contrasting life, uncovers mystery and horrors of this family) 
Mass, Wendy.  Every Soul a Star (three young teens lives are woven together through an experience with a solar eclipse – alternating narratives) 
Mason, Prue.  Camel Rider (friendship, survival.  Boy left behind as family escapes war in middle east.  Alone and without resources, he befriends an abused camel boy runaway in the desert) 
 
Grade Eight
Golding, Julia.  Wolf Cry  (set in Viking times, story of friendship between Freydis, who is left for dead following a raid on her father’s ship and Enno, and an African slave) 
Abbott, Tony.  The Postcard  (mystery within a mystery, Jason and Dia’s adventure to uncover extraordinary family secrets)
Muchamore, Robert.  The Escape  (1940 – Hitler’s army is after 2 British children.  British undercover spies, with the help of a 12 yr. old French orphan, try to reach the first) 
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains (1770’s beginning of American revolution – two teenage slaves are sold to wealthy New York loyalists.  Girls are asked to spy in return for their freedom) 
Mussi, Sarah.  The Door of No Return (gripping historical novel that raises moral, political and economic issues in Africa and Europe during the 17th century slave trade) 
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